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ESTEEM THEM VERY HIGHLY IN LOVE FOR THEIR 
WORKS SAKE, 


I is evident to every well informed mind, 
that rule and order are eſſentially requiſite to 
the welfare of all ſocieties, whether civil or 
religious ; and fince theſe cannot otherwiſe be 
maintained, officers or preſidents are abſolutely 
neceſſary for the good of all communities, to go- 

vern them according to certain known and re- 
ceived laws: It is alſo of no ſmall moment, both 


for 


8 | : [3 | | © | Aa] 5 ; 3 FR. | 44 Hg 
b AND WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, TO KNOW THEM 
WHICH LABOR AMONG YOU, AND ARE OVER YOU 
IN THE LORD, AND ADMONISH YOU; AND TO 


I DIET 


for governors and governed, to underſtand well, 


| 
and obſerve with great care, their mutual aries | 
to each other. Ignorance, or negligence here, | 
vill unavoidably open the way for confuſion and 


innumerable evils. Theſe obſervations, i it is appre- 


hended, are not only ftrictly applicable to all 


civil ſocieties, but alſo to chriſtian churches; and 
deterve the atgention, of theſe as much as of che 


& - 


dehere E 


5 Should it here be aſked, what is a chriſtian 


church? The anſwer is: * A number of bap- 


© rized perſons, who make a credible proteſſion | 


of faith in Chriſt, and. ſubjection to him in 


love; who are vilihly | ſeparated from the 
© world, and united, in the name of Chriſt, 


„and who walk together, in - all his ordi- 


* nances, for the great end of glorifying God on 
C carth, and mutually helping each other in 
. * the way to heaven : Every ſuch ſociety, with 
„their children, is here intended by a chriſtian 


« church.” And the great article, by which 


ſuch religious ſocieties are diſtinguiſhed from all 
other voluntary ſocieties on earth, is this, while 
every other voluntary community has an original 


and 
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and! inherent right to make laws and choſe 00. 
ver nors for itſelf, according to its own wiſdom, 
every chriſtian church is bound to receive ſuch 
rules and ſuch officers only, as Chriſt has already 
* in his word. 


And here a judicious and impartial attention to 
the manner, in which theſe religious ſocieties were 


firſt gathered and formed, in the opening of the 
chriſtian diſpenſation, would afford much uſeful 
light concerning their true nature and order. 
Since the great end, for which the bleſſed Jeſus 
appeared as a mediator in our world, was to 
| glorify God, by delivering his people from fin, 


with all its dreadful conſequences, and making 


them eternally happy in the divine favour; 
as the means to this great end, they were to be 
redeemed unto God by his blood, renewed and 
ſanctified by his Word and Spirit, ſeparated from 
the world, and formed into a viſible. church | 
ſtate under his own peculiar government. 


Agreeable to this great and merciful deſign, 
when the Saviour had paid the price of redemp- 


tion for his church in his own death, and was 


riſen 


| „ 


N riſen from the dead, he came to his Apoſtles, 
N and, with great ſolemnity, aſſerted his complete 
authority as a mediatorial king, ſaying, All 
« power is given unto me in heaven and in 
| | <« earth;“ (a) and then, from this fulneſs of media- 
torial authority and power, he immediately 
5 gave his Apoſtles their great commiſſion, Go 


dye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them” 
3 (who receive baptiſm) * to obſerve all things 
| . « whatſoever I have commanded you;” and that 
| an effectual encouragement might not be want- 
| ing in this great arduous work, he immediately 
ſubjoined, © Lo! I am with you always, even 


13 Auto the end of the world.” (4) The ſubſtance 

4 | of this is alſo given by Mark, (c) “Go ye into 

oh all the world, and preach the goſpel to every 

. « creature : He that believeth and is baptized 

1 * ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall 

| | be damned.“ Such was the gracious and aw- A 
if ful commiſſion which the divine Mediator gave 4 ö 


for preaching his goſpel to a loſt world, as the 


3 3 (a) Matt. Xxviil. 18. (% Verſes 19, 20. (c) Mark xvi. 15, 16, | 
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grand means of raiſing his redeemed people into 
a ſpiritual kingdom. But, that the Apoſtles 
might be completely qualified to execute this 
great commiſſion, the bleſſed Jeſus, alſo, before 
= his aſcenſion, © Opened their underſtanding, | that 

Z 0 they might underſtand the Scriptures,” (4) and 
4 ſpake to them of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.“ (e) And after his aſcenſion, 

according to repeated promiſes, he filled them, 
in a divine manner, with the miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt. (7) Thus the Apoſtles were pre- 
1 pared for that great work to which they were 
2 divinely 2 AR 


Being thus commiſſioned and qualified, they 
1 immediately began to preach the goſpel at Jeru- 
3 falem, with glorious ſucceſs; and afterward, **they 
3 « went forth and preached every where; the Lord 
Working with them, and confirming the word 
„ with Ggns following.” (g) What an happy period 
3 was that to our world, when Chriſt was made 
3 known, not only as the glory of Iſrael, but 
Falfo, as the light of the Gentiles, who ſat. in 
darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death! | 


WO! Luke XXIV. 45. GG Acts i. 3. /) 1280 U, 1 4. 
(2) Mark xvi, 20. 


When 
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When great multitudes were thus converted 
and turned to the Lord, thoſe who believed were 
baptized with their houſholds, and, by ſubmitting 
3 do this ſacred inſtitution, very ſolemnly profeſſed 
! g 5 their faith 1 in Chriſt, their ſubjection to him, and 3 
| their obligation to obſerve all things whatſoever 4 
| be had commanded, even unto death. A num- 4 
| ber of perſons in any place being thus converted 
| and baptized, they were then united .in church 
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fellowſhip, and mutually engaged to walk to- 


gether in the faith, obedience, and love, required 

by the word of Chriſt. In this manner, under 
the immediate direction of the Apoſtles, the firſt 
chriſtian churches were een and formed. 


The ud 1 divinely appointed to pub- 
liſh the goſpel to all nations, they could not con- 
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tinue long with any of thoſe churches, which 


were firſt gathered by their miniſtry, and formed 
under their immediate inſpection; for carrying 
on, therefore, the great deſign of the goſpel, in 1 
the religious ſocietjes thus formed, the Redeemer | | 


- SY 


and Lord of this ſpiritual kingdom gave“ alſo 
**paſtors and teachers“ for edilying and per- 
Mt) feng 
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fecting the lalnts. (%% But here it is important 


to oblerve; that theſe paſtors and teachers had no 
ſhadow of pretence to the peculiar character and 
office of the Apoſtles; no, they were of inferior 


hw airs ee carb was to Agha 


89 4. 4 


Gate! muſt continue in dhe churches of 


Chriſt ark 90 ſecond, coming. 


* — 21 5 * 


Theſe paſtors were, from the beginning, cho- 


ſen by the churches over which they were to pre- 
ſide in the Lord, and then, with great ſolemnity, 
vere ordained to the ſacred office; by the Apoſtles, 


or by thoſe who were already ordained elders; 


nor, is it eaßy to ſhow, that any were prUained to 
the paſtoral office, in | primitive . by any 
other Pwnage „ 


While theſe hints ſerve to aſſiſt us in forming 
an idea of what chriſtian churches ſhould be, 


they alſo give us ſome view of the Theſſalonian 


church, to whom this: epiſtle was ſirſt written. 
As a chriſtian church, they had paſtors or elders 


IV. It. 23; 


; B . {&r 
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let over them in the Lord; as an article there- 
fore of great moment to them, the Apoſtle faid, 
And we beſeech you, brethren, to know them 
who labor among you, and are over you in the 
«Lord, and admoniſh you; and to eſteem them 
every highly in love for their works ſake.” And 
ſince this ſubject is not leſs important to the peace 
and welfare of chriſtian churches now, than it 
was in the days of the Apoſtle, it concerns us to 
conſider, 


I. The deſcription here given of chriſtian 
miniſters, paſtors of chriſtian churches. 


II. The important duties of chriſtian churches 
to their paſtors here mentioned, and 


III. The reaſon here offered for theſe dutics; 
For their works ſake.” 
op e wh] 
I. Let us conſider the deſcription here given 
of chriſtian migiſters, paſtors of chriſtian 
churches. 


To - 


Wb” 


m 


E - N a 1 - * * Prins 8 * S; 2 mw 
„ r — OI, , MI Tak E27 a Iv... - * 
88 N r et er i a A 2 n 3 2 30 4 — 
een ers TA . 8 e _ ˙ͤ COINS” 7 9 N EX X — 
N n „ 88 = r 8 tr 3: RI 3 . 
2 43s SI . = "7 2 * E 2 SS 7 F . 2 WET " n + *s = "hin — "$4 5 3 
e INE es OE SELLS Op OPT ou 2 Ibis 
OE $253; od n Ne 25.8: : $469 J 2 8 ag pI. * nat 2 5 
" 


j 126 87 . NI 28 
Ge a 

Ine? OO WS 

: . 3 2 NW ety 


« 
. - * 
— s l 
8 * =. #1, 5 : 
- 8 "=. k © f I 


© Fo prevent miſtakes, it ſeems neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that the words before us were not deſigned 
to guide churches in the choice of paſtors; no, 
for direction in this great article, recourſe muſt 
be had to other parts of the holy Scriptures, par- 
ticularly the epiſtles toTimothy and Titus, which 
abound with inſtru&ion concerning this very 
important matter. And indeed, there is too 


much reaſon to fear, that the ignorance of many 


chriſtians, and their evident i inattention to ſcrip- 
ture rules and directions, i in chuſing their paſtors, 


- "0:0 growing. evil in the preſent day; an evil 


which threatens the churches of Chriſt with con- 
ſequences truly alarming; for if they will not 
chuſe their paſtors, according to the word of 


truth, wha at have they not to fear! But to en- 
large on this article here, though of great mo- 


meat in itſelf, would be foreign from our r preſent, 
Oe. FO 5a W 


% The words firſt read, ſuppoſe miniſters to be 
already choſen and fixed in the churches, accord- 


ing to divine rule; and then deſcribe them ia their 
_ paltoral character. But, how are they deſcribed? 


Not 


—— — — — — 2 — — — 


. — ES 0 * 
1 P N N 4 * * 
4 "2; L393 2 4 = - i ot & —— 
— 0 5p - — — — 
. » 4 > 
— * * ” : 
. 


> 2 * 
= 2 3 2 
- > „ „ — — 4 


E x | 
Not by any titles 3 of rn honor, 
dignity, or pomp; not by epichets ſignificant of 
human power, or authority | deriyed fro | om. menz 
nothing af this kind belongs to them, as miniſ- 


ters of Chriſt : and, happy had i it been for the 
chriſtian church, if every appearance of human 


authority and power had been invariably kept 
out of this ſacred incloſure! 1 To attempt ſupport- 


ing the cauſe of Chriſt, by thoſe means, is no 


better than the profanc attempt of Uzzah, to ſup- 
port the ark of Gop when! it was ſhaken; 5 which 
coſt him his life. 09 But further, chriſtian miniſ- 
ters are not here. deſcribed by any natural oxcel- 


7890 . ** 


lencies of temper, or mind; no, nor yet, by any 
acquired advantages | of knowledge, | or Kill, 
which they may poſſeſs above ſome of their fel- 
low chriſtians; and, it is yet more remarkable, 
that they are not here deſcribed by any peculiar 
meaſure of ſpiritual gifts, nor, even of divine 
graces: . for, valuable and important as. theſe 


bleſſings are, they are not peculiar to miniſters; 


they may be, nay, they have been, poſſeſſed by 


ſome private chriſtians} in a more eminent degree, 


(7 2 Sem. vi. *E; 7. compared with Numb. 1. 13. 


This 
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FOR by their miniſters #2 it ſhould be aſked, 
by what. then are they deſcribed? ?. the anſwer i is 
at hand; ; by their office. and v work, « « Thoſe who 
« < labor among YOu, + and are over you, in the 


10 98 wal admoniſh you.” HE 
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| 4 . Thoſe Tg 6 1 among you,” i. e. in 
the. church. The miniſters of Chriſt are a part 
of the church, they are brethren to its meaneſt 
members, and ſhould ever conſider themſelves 
as ſuch; and that particular chriſtian ſociety, 
with which they are immediately connected, and 
of which they are paſtors, is. the proper icene of 


12 


9 _ 


their work: there, They are bound in a + peealiee 


the utmoſt of their abilities, Ty the honor of 
their Lord, the intereſt of religion, and the good 
of ſouls. | Their lives muſt not t paſs away. in neg- 


ligence and oth, 1 in earthly cares and Pleaſures, 
or purſuits of pride and ambition, but i in a dili- | 
gent uniform and. painful attention to the truly 
great and important ends of that miniſtry, which 
they have received of the Lord. The original 
yord 1 dente to «5 labor with unremitting dili- 


2 nowidrrag 
* gence, 
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40 gence, even to much faügue and Feine 
| ſuch i is the life of every faithful miniſter of Chriſt; 
it is truly a laborious life. This, indeed,” may 
include the whole work of the chriſtian miniſtry, 
which is important, continual, and difficult, 
from the beginning to the end; but, as other 
parts of the paſtoral work are particularly men- 
tioned afterward, this labor ſeems to refer chiefly 
to the preparation for and the diſcharge of the 
15 5 work of the chriſtian miniſtry, COOL 
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A due preparation for public ſervices is is a great 
and difficult work; in it muſt be included much 
ſecret prayer, ſtriving againlt fin, correkting 
errors and miſtakes, enlarging knowledge, im- 


proving the heart and mind, , cultivating the ſpi- 
ritual life, looking diligently i into the ſtate of the 
flock, ſtudying the word of truth with deep hu- 
mility, | great impartiality, and unweatied zeal, 
that ſo there may be a readineſs to every good 
work, and an ability to bring forth! in public ad- 


miniſtrations, not only what is true and impor- 


tant, but alſo what is ſuitable and pertinent to 
the preſent ſtate of the fick, and this, in that 
method which 1 Is beſt adapted to che doctrine of 


Chriſt, 


3 
. 


1 


1 

Chriſt, and to real uſefulneſs among men: And 
ſorely, whoever underſtands, and duly. conſiders, 
this previous preparation for public ſervices, 
muſt readily own that it is truly laborious, To 
this muſt be added * 


The work itſelf, The 8 exerciſe of the 
chriſtian miniſtry, in the proper adminiſtration 


of all divine ordinances, comprehends the open- 
ing the important truths and duties of the holy 


Seriptures, and applying them, in a ſuitable man- 
ner, to all thoſe who hear, but more eſpecially to 
the church; leading the worſhip of chriſtians in 
prayer, and praiſe; and adminiſtering the holy 
ordinances, of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, 


agreeably to divine appointment. Now, the pre- 
paration for, and actual diſcharge of, this part of 


the miniſterial work, according to the word of 
Chriſt, is the labor 1 in the church, of which the 


Apoſtle ſeems here principally to ſpeak: And all 
thoſe, who are called to this work, and enabled 


to be faithful in it, both to Chriſt and to immor- 
tal ſouls, will aſſuredly find it a labor, even to 
great fatigue and wearineſs. Another part of the 
deſcription is, En i 


2. Thoſe | 
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nnen een 
2᷑. Thoſe who *are over you in the Lord.“ 
, ene 
This is an article of great importance, an article, 
which demands the moſt impartial and ſerious 


attention of both miniſters and private chriſtians: 
for on this article, under Chriſt, the order, Peace, 
and beauty, of the church, muſt ever, in an emi- 
nent degree, depend. And here it cannot be 
denied, that Tome, under the character of chriſ. 
tian miniſters, have vſurped an authority over 
the followers of Chriſt, to which they had no 
ſadow of right; nor is it les evident, that ſome 


profeſſing chriſtians, i in return, have denied chriſ. 


tian miniſters that ſuperiority, with which they 
are evidently | inveſted by the Redeemer and Head 
of the church. To ſtate this important ſubject 
plainly, to point out the doctrine of Scripture 
fully, and eſtabliſh it firmly, would lead us far 
beyond our preſent limits: A few general hints 
is the moſt ur can be attempted. 


"Here: therefore, let i it WW obſerved, that chil. 5 
tian miniſters, as ſuch, are never to exerciſc 
any human power, or authority of their own, 
over che 1 Chriſt 998 * 
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#7 6) 
them. the exerciſe of any ſuch dominion; over 
the perſons, the conſciences, or the property; of 

his ſervants: (#) nor may they; on any account, 
make their own will the rule of their miniſterial 
conduct; no, the will of Chriſt, made known by 

his word | is their rule. They are not to be Lords 
over his heritage z(/) nor may they uſurp to them 
ſelves, the regal honors of Chriſt, or invade the 
liberties of his people. If any, under the cha- 
racter of chriſtian miniſters, are ſo preſumptuous 
as to attempt this, it nearly concerns them to re- 
member, that they muſt give an account of their 
conduct to him who is the Head of the church, 
and the judge of quick and dead. In the mean 
time, every chriſtian church is bound to main 
tain the honor of Chriſt as King i in Zion, to ſtand 
faſt in their chriſtian liberty, and, in the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, wiſdom, and love, firmly to oppoſe all 
ſuch attempts to rob Chriſt of his glory, and his 
e of their ſacred rights, cher 


If wen tene . - Caſt contempt on 
the miniſterial character, and work, and deny 


M Mark x. 42, 43.44 00 1 been v. 3. 
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that order and government, which are divinety 


appainted, in the church of God, it then becomes 
the peculiar duty of chriſtian miniſters, to ad- 
here faithfully to the word of Chriſt, to aſſert the 


dignity of their office, and firmly to maintain 
that ſuperiority, with which, as paſtors, they are 


inveſted by Lord and King. 


Bur, white ach peculiar ſtreſt is laid on this 
article, it may well be aſked, in what views has 
Chriſt ſet paſtors over his churches? To this 
enquiry, the anſwer is, as examples, as leaders, 


and as governors torule faithfully by his laws. 


Miniſters are ſet over che churches, as exam- 
ples, to go before them in all truth and goodneſs: | 
Let no man deſpiſe thy youth, but be thou an 


* example of the believers in word, in converſa- 
* tion in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity () 


and * In all things ſhewing thyſelf a pattern 


« of good works; in doctrine, ſhewing uncor- 


K ruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that 


* cannot be condemned, that he, that is of the 


(m) 4 Tim. iv. 1 2. | 
« contrary 


- I 


«1+ 0 EE 
„ 


1 


( 29 ) 
« contrary part, may be aſhamed, haying no evil 
« thing to ſay of you.” n) The miniſters of 
Chriſt muſt exhibit a pattern of all goodneſs, 
which private chriſtians may copy out in their 
own lives: Such ſhould ſte in their paſtors, 
an example of what they ought to be themſelves, 


| Again, 


Miniſters are ſet over the churches, as leaders 


or guides, to conduct them into all the will of 


Chriſt, to take them, as it were, by the hand, and 
lead them into a perſonal acquaintance with all 
the important truths, duties, and privileges of the 


| Redeemer's kingdom: ſo the original word here$ 
may be rendered, Thoſe who guide you in the 


Lord.“ But the principal idea in this place, ſeems, 


to be that of Governors, 


The miniſters of Chriſt are ſet over his church- 
es, as governors in his name. They have, 
indeed, no authority to make one new law, or to 
ordain one new ceremony; no, they are not legiſ- 


lators in the kingdom of Chriſt; their duty is, 


(n) Titus a. 75 g. & une 
| | | not 


( 20. ) 
not to make new rules of doctrine, or of diſcl- 
pline, but with an humble and faithful regard 
to the will of Chriſt, and the welfare of his j- 
church, to «© obſerve all things whatſoever: he RM 
r has. commanded,” (o) and to execute thoſe 
laws which he has eſtabliſhed in his kingdom. 
This is the great article, in which they are ſet I 
over the churches, as ſpiritual rulers or govern- 
ors, to exerciſe that diſcipline,” and maintain 
that order and -government, which Chriſt” has 
appointed in his church: and to: theſe, all the 
faithful followers of Chriſt are bound to ſubmit, 
and yield obedience. The command is plain and 
full, « Obey them that have the rule over you, 
and ſubmit yourſelves, for they watch for your 
s ſouls as they that muſt give account, that they 
may do it with joy and not with grief; for A 
« that is unprofitable for you.” (p) Thus the 2B 
miniſters of Chriſt are divinely appointed to be 
examples, leaders, and governors, in his name, 
to his churches, 55 


e n 
r 


3. 4400 


wo 
1 


Theſe hints may ſerve to give a general idea 

of the manner, in which chriſtian miniſters are 
(e) Matt, xxviii, 20. (p) Beb. xiii. 17. 

over 


( at ) 
over the churches of Chriſt; and while they are 
faithful, in this their ſuperior ſtation, their Lord 
will approve and aſſiſt them in it, and men will 
have no Juſt cauſe to envy them, a preheminence 
fo painful; for this article will often expoſe them 
to much greater difficulties, than any other part 


of their miniſterial duty. But, whatever trouble 
may attend it, their Lord hath ſet them over his 


kingdom, for his own glory, and the good of his 
ſubjects; and they cannot deſert the poſt of dan- 
ger, or refuſe this truly difficult part of duty, 
without involving themſelves i in the guilt of un- 


fairhfulneſs, But another part of their deſcrip- 


tion 18, 


3. Thoſe who * admoniſh | you.” This 
great article of perſonal admonition is often 
attended with many peculiar difficulties, and, to 
diſcharge it, with propriety and faithfulneſs, 
requires much humility and patience, with a 
large meaſure of wiſdom and holy fortitude : But 


it is an eſſential and very important part of the 


paſtoral work, and muſt not be neglected. The 


word rendered OY admonilh,” 5 ſignifies, to & place 


* 


* vherELTA; 


„ ſomething 


6+: 22 J. 8 
6 ſomething in the mind which was not there | 
before, to call to remembrance ſomething for- 
% gotten, or to excite the mind to what requires 
immediate and peculiar attention:“ and, in 
every church of Chriſt, there will be abundant 1 
| occaſion for this per ſonal admonition. h 23 * 4 KC. 


While ſome chriſtians are ignorant, others are 
negligent; while ſome move on with great hea- 
vineſs in their chriſtian courſe, others appear very 
light, vain, and careleſs; and .while ſome bring 
little or no honor to religion, others fall into fin © | 
and bring a reproach on that holy name, by which F 
we are called: and in all inſtances of this na- 1 
ture, perſonal admonition becomes an important : 1 
part of paſtoral duty. It is not enough for the 3 

miniſters of Chriſt, to labor in their public ad- 


miniſtrations, and to rule the churches of Chriſt 


according to his word, they muſt alſo perſonally 
reprove, rebuke, exhort, inſtruct, and comfort, as 
the various circumſtances of thoſe, under their , 
paſtoral care, may require; and this is to ad- 
« moniſh them.” Such is the deſcription here 
given us of chriſtian miniſters, paſtors of chriſtian 


churches: they labor“ *? in the churches, 
are 


: | 0 "I 
<« are over thim in the Lord, and admoniſh 
« them,” This leads us to obſerve, 


II. The important duties of chriſtian churches 
to their paſtors, here mentioned. Chriſtians, 
indeed, owe many very important duties to their 
paſtors, which are not expreſsly mentioned in 
our text. While chriſtian miniſters are ſuch as 
Chriſt has appointed in his kingdom, and are 
wile and faithful in his work : private chriſtians 


are bound to aitend on their adminiſtration of all 
divine ordinances, with diligence, and faithful- 
nels; carefully to obſerve and follow their holy 


cxample, and good converſation, in Chriſt; to obey | 
and ſubmit to them, in the exerciſe of that govern- 
ment, and diſcipline, which C hriſt has appointed 
in his word; to adhere to them faithfully, and aſſiſt 


them cordially, in all their labors and ſufferings _ 


tor Chriſt, and his cauſe; to be exceedingly 
cautious of admitting any unfavorable impreſ- 
lions concerning them; themſelves to reject, and 
diſcountenance, in others, all unjuſt reports and 


falſe accuſations, which may go abroad againſt 


them; to *hold ſuch in reputation, (q) and *count _ - 


() Phi. ii. 29, 5 
„ them 


XJ | 
62 them worthy of double honor; (r) to ſup 
port them and their families liberally, that they 
may be able to live, with comfort and reputa- 
tion, in the world, and ſet an example of chriſ- 


tian hoſpitalicy to others; and to abound in | 
prayer to God for their ſucceſs and comfort. 
All theſe are duties, which chriſtians owe to 
their paſtors; and, as evety one of them hath 
the evident ſtamp of divine authority, to neglect 
any, is direct diſobedience to the great Head and 
Lord of the church. But, plain and obvious as 


theſe articles are,and important, as they will ever 
be, to the honor of true religion, and the proſ- 
perity of the churches of Chriſt, they are not the 
wy particularly mentioned in the words before 
. Here we have only two articles of this duty 
ts but, theſe are ſuch as lie at the foun- 
dation of all the others, and will render every 
other branch of this duty, not only eaſy, but 
really pleaſant and delightful to the chriſtian; 
and theſe two great articles are, to know 
« them,” and to eſteem them. very highly 
«in loye:” theſe are the fundamental parts of 
the duty we are naw conſidering. 


( 1 Tim. v. 17. Eh 
« To 
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OM) 
T0 know them.“ This! import part of 
5 Ge muſt; here, have the precedency ; for how 
* | _ chriſtians, in Lou inſtance, behave properly 
Mk? Here indeed, ſome may think it altoge- 
ther unneceſſary to enlarge, becauſe all in gene- 
ral, Who make any pretenſions to religion, know 
the perſons of their miniſters; but to this we 
anſwer, that, notwithſtanding chriſtians ought not 
to be ſtrangers to the perſons of their miniſters, 
and though there ſhould ever be a reſpectful ac- 
quaintance, and holy friendſhip between them, 
with a mutual care to avoid all diſtance, or fe- 
cret averſion, which is utterly unbecoming in it- 
ſelf, as well as very injurious to religion in gene- 
ral, and the great deſign of the chriſtian miniſtry; 
yet, this holy friendſhip: is but a ſmall part of 
2X the knowledge here intended, which reſpects | 
I | not as men, but as miniſters of Chriſt, in 
his church. Now, this implics many other ar- 
_ bicks OY Ong 


ehrten mee Enes the religious character 
of thee miniſters, which is given us, with great 
D 85 plainneſs, 


456 


l in the holy Scriptures. «A Biſhop muſt 


be blameleſs, as the ſteward of God, not ſelf- 


« willed, not ſoon angry, not given to wine, no 


” ſtriker, not given to filthy lucre,; but a lover 
8 40 of hoſpitality, a lover of good men, ſober, juſt. 
« holy, temperate.” 80 2 Such muſt be the reli- 


7191 


gious character of the miniſter of. Chriſt; and 


where this is not the caſe, the name of Chriſt is 
diſhonored, the cauſe of true religion. greatly 
injured, and the church afflicted and wounded in 
a very tender part. Chriſtians, therefore, can- 
not but be deeply intereſted in the character of 


their miniſters, as the ſervants of Chriſt; and. un- 


leſs they know. this. to be. good, how can they 
< eſteem them very highly in love?“ 


12 


— ; S _ 
1 14 | 49 13 ! * * 


le 8 alſo of great moment for chriſtians to know 
the religious principles of their miniſters. Thoſe | 


who labor in the churches of Chriſt, muſt be ſound 


in the ſaith once delivered to the ſaints;“ they 


muſt· hold faſt the faithful word in teaching, 


17 


cc that they may be able, by ſound doctrine, both 


« to exhort and to convince gainſayers.” (t) Their 


leading principles will ever be of great import- 


O Titus i. 7» 8. (9 Titus 3 i. 9. —See the margin. 
5 | ance 


( 27 ) 


* 


2 
5 
1 
A 


in particular,” in which they labor. It is not 
ſufficient, therefore, to ſay, thar chriſtians. have 


a right to know the leading fentiments of 


3 their miniſters, no, it is their dnly to know 
2 | them; fince, without' this, they cannot obey the 


1 in our text: and indeed, the great un- 
| ſkilfulnefs of many chriſtians, joined with their 


evident inattention to this important branch of 


1 


| never defigned to conceal from his ſervants at ns 


4; 


Oda of 


1 has given occaſion for many alarming evils, 
both to particular chriſtian ſocieties, and to che 
eren inrereſt of religion.” 1 | 


But, further, another branch of this great duty | 
| is, to know and underſtand well, what properly 
Y belongs to the paſtoral office and work. Chriſt 


* 


© large, the peculiar duties of his miniſters, nor 


can we expect any thing but evil to ariſe, from 
. er their office and work in myſtery and 
_ rr If they be indeed officers divinely 


3 in the kingdom of Chriſt, then it muſt. - 
be the duty of his ſubjects, to know what belongs 


co their office and work. Truth and holincſs 
can have nothing to fear, but much to hope, 


from 


GC WI | 
from a large increaſe of this knowledge, among 
the followers of Chriſt; and indeed, if this ſub- 
jet was better underſtood than it is by many 


chriſtians, it would prevent almoſt innumerable 


evils, and would unavoidably open the way to 
advantages, which are now in a great degree un- 
known, This would effectually guard chriſtians 
againſt expecting from miniſters, what does not. 
lie in their province, and would open the way 
for their cordial reception, in the faithful and 
conſcientious diſcharge, of what really is their 


duty; whereas, now, through the want of this 
knowledge, they are often expected to do, what 


does not belong to them, or what is not in their 
power, and often give great offence, by attempt- 
ing to perform that duty,which the Lord requires 
at their hands: ſo important it is for chriſtians 


to know and underſtand well, what properly 
: belongs to the en office and ork. 


A further branch of this duty 1 to know 
the ability and fitneſs of miniſters for their 


great work. In this important matter, in- 
deed, the judgment of aged miniſters is of 
great moment, and private chriſtians would often 
8 5 e 


— 


ifS4 


of .29 ) 
act a. much wiſer part, if they would conſider 
well, and take advice; but as churches muſt 
know the nature of the paſtoral work, ſo they 
mult alſo.know the ability and fitneſs of their own 
paſtors for this work, It does not, indeed, appear 
to be the province of private chriſtians, in a ſtate | 


of church-fellowſhip,to ordain their, own paſtors, 
but it evidently belongs to them, to chuſe their 


paſtors,and afterwards to diſcharge : all thoſe duties 
to them which Chriſt has enjoined : and in this 
important choice, they are not left to the dire- 


ction of men, or of their own fancies; no, they 
are bound to make the word of Chriſt their rule, 


and to chuſe none but thoſe who are properly 
qualified for the work, and to whom they may 
afterwards chearfully fill. up, their -meaſure of 
duty. This ſhews to a demonſtration, that 
churches ſhould know what are the ſcripture. 
| qualifications of miniſters, and that thoſe whom 
they receive as their paſtors, do poſleſs theſe 
| qualifications. | And here, it is plain beyond a 
doubt, that the ignorance and negligence of 
many churches have brought on them a diſho- 
nour and reproach, which cannot be eaſily wiped 
away; and to recount all the injuries which have 

ariſen 


TS) 
ariſen from hence, to truth and holineſs, to 
peace and love, is a labor too great to > be at- 
8 1 


But another part of this duty to 
know the regular and ſcriptural SR 
of paſtors to their office and work, It may 
well be queſtioned, whether there ever was 
2 period in which this branch of knowledge 
was more neceffary, or leſs regarded, than 
it is in our day. Thoſe whom the Lord has not 
ſent, will run, and many will give them a cordial 
reception, without once enquiring whether they 
come in the name of the Lord, or whether they 
have ſcriptural introduction to office, in the 
kingdom of Chriſt. If, indeed, their miſſion 
be according to the word of God, it will bear 
2 ſtrict examination; if otherwiſe, receiye them 

not, neither bid them God ſpeed.” ( 
In this truly important article, the churches 4 
of Chriſt are bound to be exceedingly care- 
ful; it is their duty to fee, that, © all things 
« be done decently, and in order;” (3) it is 
their duty to ſuffer no unſcriptural methods 
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for. impoſing miniſters upon them, and toreceive 
none but thoſe who come in the way of divine 


r FIT | ; 


Thus ſhould the churches of Chriſt know their 
paſtors, and then the great and concluding. article 
is, to acknowledge and own them cordially, 
to abide by them firmly, and receive them af- 
feclionately, in every part of their important 
work ; without this, all beſides is of very ſmall 
account, and will never produce the great ends 
for which the chriſtian miniſtry was divinely ap- 
pointed. But this leads us to the e * 
of the  dury before Bb! which 3 ia, 
mw To eſter . very „ highly is in love;“ 
6 | Kg them” firſt, - and theu, ti efteem- them 
3 0 very highly i in love.” The profane world may 
1 A entertain an averſion to the character of chriſtian 
© miniſters; from this quarter they may be treated 
EF with diſtance, and contempt, or with hatred, and | 
q # cruelty, Thoſe who ignorantly reject the Saviour 
7 and his goſpel, may-ſometimes act a very un- 
friendly 0 or unjuſt part to his miniſters; nor 
R e ſhould 
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ſhould inis ever give the leaſt ſurpriſe, as divogh 
ſome ſtrange thing happened to them; no, they 


are taught to expect theſe things. The diſciple 
e js not above his maſter, nor the ſervant above 
«© his Lord] it is enough for the diſciple that he be 
4 as his maſter, and the ſervant as his lord; if they 
<« have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, 
« how much more ſhall they call them of his 
«© houſchold ? () It is, therefore, no matter of 


ſurprize, if the miniſters of Chriſt ſometimes re- 


ceive very unkind treatment from ignorant or 
irreligious perſons : infinite wiſdom has often 
ſeen proper, by ſuch painful circumſtances, to 


vean them from the world, to try their faithful- 


neſs, to exerciſe their patience, to Improve their 


8 — 


humility, and to bring them to ſay, with the 


Pſalmiſt, © My ſoul, wait thou only upon God, 

r for my expectation is from him. (3) But 
whatever may be the temper or the conduct of 
others towards the miniſters of Chriſt, real 


chriſtians muſt never hate them, never deſpiſe 
them, never think lightly of them; no, ſo far 


muſt they be from all ä to uy 1 


(a) Mat x 24, $6 00 Pf lxii * 
of 


LA 


3 . 11 
of this nature, that they are erpreſſj required to 
„ count them worthy of double honor,“ (2 and 
to © eſteem them very highly in love.” That 
, knowledge, which has been mentioned, lays the 
* foundation for this eſteem and love; and indeed; 
4 without the former of theſe, the latter can never 
be found, in the degree which is here required. 
Our tranſlation here is very comprehenſive and 
expreſſive; it ſays, © eſteem them,” eſteem them 
highly,'*eſteem them very highly,” eſteem them 
very highly“ in love.“ Thus the tranſlation labors 
3 to expreſs the idea; and yet, ſtrong as the expreſſion 
4 | here is, it falls far ſhort of the original,“ which hasa 
9 | force and meaning, not eaſily conveyed by our lan- 
9 guage; it ſignifies to eſteem them in love, abun- 
dantly, and . ſuper · abundantiy, aĩmoſt beyond all 
es meaſure.“ Such is the meaning of the words, ſuch 
E zis the duty of chriſtians to thier .paſtors ; and 
b Purely, whenever chriſtians © know” their mi- 
3 Siſters, and “ eſteem. them very highly i 


love,” agreeable to the true meaning of this _ 

F pf the holy Scriptures, there, every other part of 
duty to them will be eaſy, free, and pleaſant, 
Bye avre; ume bumigioos iy & 
E Where 
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Where there is this high degree of eſteem ,mingled 


with abundance of love, chriſtians will not, 
cannot, weaken the hands of their miniſters, or 
raiſe unneceſſary troubles and difficulties. in their 
way; no, it will then be impoſſible for them, to 
grieve the hearts of their miniſters, and oppreſs 


their ſpirits, without feeling a ſympathetic pain = 


in their own breaſts. They cannot, then, allow 
themſelves i in any thing,which, in their apprehen- 
ſion, tends to render cheir miniſters uncomfort- 
able in their ſtation, or unſucceſsful in their 
great work. On the contrary, where there is this 
eſteem and love in chriſtians, they will feel 
themſelves delightfully conſtrained to every duty 
which they owe to their miniſters, that will power- 
fully engage their unwearied endeavors, to ren- 
der them comfortable, honorable, and greatly 
uſeful. But, having thus taken ſome view of 
the duties of chriſtians to their paſtors, it re- 
mains briefly to obſerve, 


III. The reaſon for theſe duties here given. | 


It is not improbable, but that, ſome may think, 
this is ſetting the duty of chriſtians to their 
miniſters very high * and ſuch perſons 


will 


0 35 ) 
will naturally and very phopetly ak hw 


reaſon can be given for it? To this enquiry, a 
ſufficient anſwer might be returned, by propoſi ng 
another queſtion. or two; is not this the plain 
and unforced meaning of the word of Chriſt? 
And if the word of Chriſt enjoins it, is not this 
reaſon ſufficient for every one who calls himſelf 
a chriſtian ? Surely, this alone 1s enough to bind 
| any duty, on any follower of Chriſt ; nor, indeed 
is it eaſy to ſay, how any can be properly called 
chriſtians, who will -not be determined by the 
plain and evident. ſenſe of the _holy Scriptures. 
Bur, here, we have not only the authority which 
enjoins theſe duties, we have alſo the particular 
reaſon for which they are required; and this 
is © for their works ſake,” or becauſe. of. their 
work. For this reaſon it is, that the miniſters of 
3B Chriſt are to be. known and * eſteemed very 
« highly in love;” and it is the wiſdom of chriſtians 
ſeriouſly, and impartially, to ander this, as the 
true reaſon. 


We, 
"5 8 * 
2 


It is not for any private emolument, or 
= perſonal advantages which may hereby ariſe to 
Y ' miniſters themſelves ; no, nothing of this nature 
can yield a proper-reafon for theſe duties. 


E 2 


( 36 ). 
Nor are they to be thus me known” and eſs 
„ teemed ” on account of any peculiar excel- 


ſengies, which they may poſſeſs as men, 


[A 


Nor is it for any particular popular abi- 6 
lities, or eminent miniſterial gifts ; theſe, —_ | 4 
great Head of the church gives to ſome, and 3 
vwitholds from others, as appears good in his * 
fight; and if theſe were the true grou nd of 
theſe duties, then ſome of the moſt, hum- 
ble, holy, faithful, and. laborious miniſters of 
Chriſt muſt be very lightly eſteemed, hhilſt 
others are admired as angels, or almoſt adored. ö 
This is not to have the miniſters of Chriſt in 
eſteem, but to“ have mens perſons in admi- 9 
« ration, becauſe of ſome. peculiar perſonal ad- = 
« vantage: (a) An article this, which has RF 
done almoſt incredible injuries in the chriſtian 
church; and, therefore, ſhould ever be guarded 
againſt, with the utmoſt caution and zeal, by all, 


who are concerned for the important intereſts of 
peace and love. 


(9): Jade, 16. 
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It is for none of theſe things, it is for nothing 


that i is human, that chriſtians are thus to ve ſteem“ 


their miniſters © very highly in love z”..no, it is 
«for their works ſake,” or becauſe of their work. 


Miniſters, in themſelves, are but men, and, 
like other men, they are encompaſſed with in- 
firmities; they mayhave many and great imperfec- 
tions; and they may, often, have to contend with 
many and great difficulties, of which private 


chriſtians. know, nothing: but, whatever their 


weakneſs, their imperfections, or their trials, may 
be, their work is important and divine; and this 
is the true reaſon of theſe duties. n LINGTDN 


4, ** 


Their work is appointed by Chriſt, as the 


great head and king of the church. No man, or ſet 


of men upon earth, can now reveal any new 
truth in religion, or conſtitute one new duty, to 
be received by the ſubjects of Chriſt in his king- 
dom. Every truth to be believed, every privi- 
lege to be deſired, every duty to be performed, 
and every penal evil to be feared, is revealed by 
the holy Scriptures; and to publiſh theſe to men 
for their converſion and edification, and to ſup - 


port 
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„ 
port the honor of Chriſt, in his kingdom, by 
maintaining a faithful conformity to his word, 
is the great work of the chriſtian miniſtry. This 
is the arduous employment, which is divinely ap- 
pointed to the miniſters of the new teſtament. 
But ans we muſt allo obſerve, n 


T hat * are divinely appointed to this work; 
not indeed in a miraculous or extraordinary man- 
ner, but as the purpoſe of God had ſecretly de- 
termined, who ſhould be entruſted with this 


office, and where they ſhould labor, ſo, agree- 


ably to the rules laid down in the holy Scrip- 
tures, they are actually introduced, and folemnly 


ſeparated to this ſacred employment; and when 
any are. found in the chriſtian miniſtry, whoſe 
character, introduction to, and faithfulneſs in it, 


are agreeable to the word of Chriſt, then, we may 
ſafely conclude, theſe are men divinely ap- 
pointed to that work: and it is in this method 
that the Lord has appointed a ſucceſſion of 
miniſters, for the preſervation and edification 


of his churches, till the end of time. Thus 


their work is divinely appointed to them, and 
they are divinely appointed to the work; and. 


hence it is that they are the miniſters of Chriſt, 


They 
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They are not the ſervants of men; they receive 
not their corfimiſſion from men, but from the 
Lord; and without this, it is not eaſy to ſay 
how they can be ©* the miniſters of Chriſt, or 

« ſtewards of the myſteries of God.“ © But 
further, 


A Their work is of the utmoſt importance, There 
T | is no work, in which men are employed, ſo deeply 
= intereſting as this; compared with it, all other 
employments are trivial, This is carrying into 
execution the great end for which the Son of ; 
7 God came into our world, and ſuffered death. 
Under God, it is of the utmoſt importance to 
the honor of Chriſt, the intereſt of true religion, 
and the eternal ſtate of immortal ſouls. The 
miniſters of Chriſt are the ſavour of death unto 
ddeath, or of life unto life,” (4) to thoſe to whom 
I 9 they miniſter. But important as their work is, 
= ' They have innumerable difficulties to encoun- 
ter in it. Beſide all the difficulties which un- 
= avoidably ariſe from their own weakneſs and 
imperfection, they have to Encounter the whole 


. (4) 1 Cor. iv. 13 04 2 ; Cor: i ü. 16. 
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power of ignorance, error, and Rai in all then 


numberleſs combinations and forms; here, there- 
fore, they may well take up the words of Paul, and 
ay, © who is ſufficient for theſe things P() 
And indeed, were it not for divine promiſes, 
and divine aſſiſtance, they muſt ſoon lay down 
the weapons of their warfare, and retire from 5 


the held. But, 


4 10 this great work, they may receive much 
encouragement, and help, from the churches to 
which they miniſter. Their ſupreme encourage- 
-ment and aſſiſtance, indeed, muſt come from him 
who has “ counted them faithful, putting them 
into the miniſtry; (d) and from him they ſhall 
receive their final reward: But, as the unfriendly - 
diſpoſitions, and oppoſing conduct, of profeſiing 


chriſtians, may, to a great degree, deprive them of 
preſent comfort, and greatly hinder their ſucceſs, 


ſo, on the other hand, it may be in the power of 
private chriſtians, to prevent, or remove, many 


difficulties out of their miniſter's way, and greatly 


to alleviate many others. Both the comfort, and 
uſefulneſs, of miniſters depend abundantly more 
on the temper and conduct of thoſe to whom they 


(c 2 Cor. ii. 16. (4) 1 Tim. i. 12. | 
| _ miniſter, 
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mnie, tan many apprehend. And, as their 
work is truly important, and exceedingly diffi: 
1 cult, ſo they really need (may we not ſay; they 
ws a right to?) all the encouragement and aſliſt= 
| ance, which fellow chriſtians can give them, in 
Ihe diſcharge of it. Such; then, is the work of 
chriſtian miniſters, paſtors of chriſtian churches; 
Land when this arduous work is properly under- 
Y foodind impartially conſidered, the mind carinot 
but ſee the true reaſon of thoſe great duties which 
3 have been mentioned: and it will be truly hap⸗ 
3 * vn. both for miniſters and churches, if hearts bs 
a not wanting, for 55 faithful diſcharge of them. 


es 


F And, how, it is not improbable to ſuppoſe, that 
L + his ſubject may have led the faithful and candid 
| Rebriftian miniſter to ſome ſuch refleCtions as theſe. 


3 May I nieyet forget, that the regard which E 
de to me from my fellow chriſtians, i 18 not due 


for my own ſake, but for the ſake of my Lord, 
and his work! 


May tom aſſume, or even defire, mote ſu- 
1 periority, eſteem, or regard, than Chriſt has * 
pointed in his word ! | 


9 May I be enabled to uſe all the intereſt I have 
YA with men, for the honor of Chriſt, the advantage 
23 of religion, and the good of others! go 

Z F May 


(.42 ) 

May I be aſfiſted, to ſupport. the true dignity 
of the miniſterial character, in all my admini- 
rations and deportqent, by a wiſe and ferhful 
conformity to the word of Chriſt ! and, 


May a juſt ſenſe of the great importance, and 
8 difficulty, of the miniſterial work, ever keep me 
humble, water enk, and earneſt | in prayer 
to God [ 


And, if private chriſtians deſire to make a ſuit⸗ 
able improvement of this truly intereſting ſub- 
| yeors let them, 


1 8 
5 LY __ 


I. Seriouſly confider the origin, the nature, 


the importance, and the difficulties, of the chriſ- 3 | 


tian miniſtry. It's origin is, in the appointment 
of Chriſt, the Redeemer of his people, and the 
ſole Head and Lord of the church. It's nature 
is purely ſpiritual; it is not to be conducted by 
human laws, or enforced by earthly rewards 
and puniſhments, no, the work of the chriſtian 
miniſtry is wholly ſpiritual and divine. It's im- 

portance is unſpeakable; it is the grand mean 

which the great Mediator has appointed, for 

Trailing up his kingdom among men, for ſupport- 
| ing and ipreading true religion In our world, for 
ſhowing forth his glory on earth, and forming 
ſouls 


* 


Tr i 
= fouls for everlaſting perfection in beaven, through 
; the powerful operation of the holy Spirit. It's 
; | difficulties are many and great. Miniſters have 
2 to contend with all the common difficulties of the 
chriſtian life, like their brethren in Chriſt, and 
beſides theſe, they have to contend with all thoſe 
great and numerous difficulties which are pecu- 
liar to their office and work; and of theſe, athers 
around them can often form no idea. Now, if. 
3 8 chriſtians deſire to improve by this ſubject, it 
7 concerns them to weigh theſe articles with an im- 
1 | partial mind, and, with the moſt ſerious delibe- 
1 ration, to conſider the origin, the nature, the im- 
2 perm, and the Ae of the chriſtian 
miniſtr r. 


2. Remember by whoſe b it is, that 
0 you are required to know them, who labor 
E | cc among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
6 <« admoniſh you; and to eſteem them very highly 
1 + in love.” Theſe duties are not enforced. by 
4 1 human authority; they are enjoined by Chriſt ; 
1 | himſelf, who laid down his life for your redemp- 

3 tion, by him, “to whom all power in heaven and 

i * in earth is given,“ (a) by him, whom you ac- 
: £1 knowledge as yourLord,and who will appear with 
1 inconceivable glory, to judge the world | in righ- 


ae Matt xxviii. 18. 


« reouſneſs; 


been neglected hitherto, yet, now, let it be the |: 


; of your lives, as chriſtians; you will ſerve the 


Ke the comfort of your miniſters, which is ſurely 
 defireable; and to ole, in fo doing, you will 


2 6 teouſneſz; » 00 ien e is, des abe. 
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are Tequired: at your: n 


OY, Let I, then; be 3 a ſettled | poi int . I 


* 


ba and conſtantly to diſcharge theſe. us 
ties. However it has been i in time paſt, whether, 


"3s "47 307 


they have been regarded, or whether they have | 


= Po 


ſettled purpoſe. of your minds, the fixed. and in. 
variable determination of your hearts, that, from 


this day, theſe obligations ſhall be i, : 
acknowledged, and cordiall y obſerved. And, 5 


4. As motives to it, conlider, chats in ſo a 
you will obey Chriſt, which is the great bufineſs 


Intereſt of religion, which cannot but be a pow- 


4 
—- + W-1 


ful motive to every holy foul; you will add to 


2 * 


find much good, arid ſecret ſatisfaction, to your- 
lelres. We beſeech you,” therefofe, abrethren, 
* to know them, who labor among you, and are 
© over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you; 
and to eſteem them very highly” in love, Hor 
25 their works ſake,® * 
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4 


